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Name of activity:
European stereotypes grid
Type of activity: 
Presentation and discussion of European stereotypes

Topic: 
stereotypes and different cultural perspectives

Material: 
Grid, cards, pens, pin board

Number of learners: 
12-16 to have different national groups

Language level: 
B1 and above

Time: 
60 minutes

Goal: 
At the end of the activity participants should be aware of different cultural perspectives, ways of thinking and doing things as the basis of different stereotypes within Europe.

Preparation: 
The grid with the national groups present during this session has to be prepared in advance.

Procedure: 
1.Participants get together according to their national groups and write down stereotypes they associate with the other nationalities. (One card each, no more than 3 key words)


2. One person of each group present their results and put it on the grid. This is what Germans think about…


3.The group looks now at the vertical categories of this grid. What do you notice? Participants should comment on it.
Follow up: 
All stereotypes are different – I see others from my cultural point of view and I notice things which are different, to me they are like that because I am what I am, views from different national perspectives

The same stereotypes – from European countries who have a similar basis, are closer to each other, East or south European countries would have a completely different view. There are also countries like Eritrea where we are not so aware of these countries.


It is not only language that devides us from the others, it exist different ways of thinking, of doing things, different habits and traditions. Stereotypes help to categorize things, but we cannot assume that they are real.

